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Our Annual Picnic!
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The SNARLING EXHAUST

In addition to Autocrossing is Mazda Miata, club secretary Jay Cartini 
has gone open wheel roadracing this season. His car, pictured here, 
draws a lot of attention in the garage. Jay credits Danica Patrick with 
giving him the inspiration to take the plunge into open wheel racing this 
season. YOU GO GIRLl....oops sorry!.....You go Jay!
           -  From Rex and Bruce
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Well Joe Kramer is back but we decided to give him 
another month off from writing his column. After all 
he has only been home for a week.

July we had two more Solo II events. The first being 
an out of region event on the 17th at the Seneca Army 
Depot. The other at the New York State Fairgrounds 
on the 24th. 

There were just over 100 entrants at the Fairgrounds 
which is the most we have seen at an event this year. 
The course filled the entire lot and required the use of 
all but one of the clubs cones. For the size, the course 
was also quite fast with times in the mid to high 50’s.  
Unfortunately I was unable to attend since I was at 
Watkins Glen.  

Approximately 350 cars were in attendance for the 
regional race at the Glen. No other group had as much 
of presence as the Mazda Miatas with a total of 70 en-
trants. At least two of these Miatas rolled over before 
the end of the weekend, thankfully none were mine.

However I am starting to make a correlation between 
Joe being out of the country, and me having car trou-
ble. Last year I crashed my car at this same event, and 
this year the car tried but I wouldn’t let it. So, I might 
be happier than anybody to have Joe back, and next 
time maybe he can go away in the winter!  

My troubles began Saturday morning during qualify-
ing. On the warm up lap I thought the front end felt a 
little loose, and I was right. The next lap I was up to 
race speed heading down the back straight, through the 
bus stop, and then going into the downhill right turn. 

I aimed for the concrete strip with intents on passing a 

slower car in the process. My front tires hit the con-
crete and immediately sent my car towards the outside 
of the track. When I finally regained control I noticed 
my steering wheel was significantly crooked. This was 
the start of a bad weekend!

I finished that lap and headed back to the paddock 
area where we found my left wheel to be toed out 
in the neighborhood of 5 degrees. Most importantly 
there was a suspension part that had shifted to make 
this change that we could not find. I have to thank the 
Murphy’s for helping all day trying to diagnose the 
problem and realigning the front end, twice. 

The second session was much of the same except I 
made three laps this time before I pulled off with the 
same trouble. Only to then wait in the impound while 
all the Miatas were weighed, and mine was a little un-
derweight. So I was starting at the back which wasn’t 
so bad since I was already starting at the back due to 
my front end slowing me down. 

The car almost seemed dangerous but I was getting 
accustomed to the mystery steering. Even though I 
didn’t feel like driving the car I knew I had to at least 
start the race and then decide if I thought I could make 
it to the finish.  I went out during the race and was not 
only able to finish, I didn’t hit anything, or anyone and 
managed to pass a couple cars. As far as I am con-
cerned that was a win.

Don’t forget the club picnic this month at the Onon-
daga Yacht Club. 

Next month Joe will be filling this page, I enjoyed my 
time while it lasted. 

The Assistant RE Corner
by Mike Donofrio
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General Membership 
Meeting Minutes

CNY General Membership Meeting held on July 13, 2005 at 
the American Legion Post in Liverpool, NY.

The meeting was called to order at 7:21pm by Assistant RE Mike 
Donofrio.  The problem that he had was that the vacationing Joe 
Kramer refused to leave the official gavel.  This created an issue 
for Mike and he had to use a full, and opened, beer bottle as a 
replacement.  Fortunately, no beer was spilled in the incident, and 
once people realized what he was trying to do they settled down.

All he had to report as substitute RE was that we tried a new 
printer this month.  The turnaround was quick, but due to mis-
handling by the dozen or so people involved it still didn’t make 
it out before the meeting.  He is confident though that in the very 
near future with this new printer and a streamlined approach the 
newsletter will, once again, arrive on time.  On a side note, the 
website is up and running, CNYSCCA.COM.

Assistant RE:  Mike Donofrio had nothing else to report since 
he was being overwhelmed with the awesome responsibility of 
being RE for the day.

Secretary:  I read the minutes as printed in the un-mailed Snarl-
ing.  They were accepted as read.

Treasurer:  Frank Beyer was trying to downplay the rumor that 
he has recently purchased a new Ferrari.  Interestingly enough we 
are out of money for the first time in years.  Now I’m not putting 
the two items together..........but come on now.........I’m just say-
ing.

Rally:  Mark Johnson reported that he and Frank Beyer went 
to a rally in Ohio and had a lot of fun.  They took Frank’s OTF 
(other then Ferrari) car and abused it as much as possible giving 
them a top 10 finish.  Mark then officially resigned as the rally 
co-chair with a short prepared statement that consisted of the 
words “I quit”.  We wish Mark the best of luck in GA as he has 
taken a 1 year teaching position on the subject of photo journal-
ism.

Solo II:  Mark Bizzozero mentioned that the first out of region 
event will be July 17th at the Seneca Army Deport and will be 
hosted by the Finger Lakes Region.  It will be an extremely long 
course and pre registration is available on the Finger Lakes web 
site.  The July 24th event at the NYS Fairgrounds will be chaired 
by Mark & Jon Coffin with a course designed by the legendary 
course designer, autocross mentor, and hamburger flipper, Karl 
Hughes. 

Activities:  Bruce Parker had a group of 20 or so trek to Watkins 
Glen over the weekend (with catering supplied by Mr. Chicken).  
The chicken was excellent, the baked beans OK, but the potato 
salad had a little too much mayo for his taste nor was there 
enough celery to give it the “crunch” that he desired.  In addition, 

the coconut cream pie lacked the body that he has grown accus-
tom to.  Other than that, the day was great.

The next activity will be at the Onondaga Yacht Club on August 
10 for the annual summer picnic.  It will be catered by the same 
people as last year.  The meeting will start at 6pm.  

At this time in the meeting Bruce was trying to make a point 
when he admitted to having both a wife and a girlfriend.  What 
we found interesting is that he made no attempt to correct him-
self.  I only hope his wife doesn’t read the Snarling.

Competition/Merchandising:  Joe Zingaro  recapped what was 
going to happen at the Glen in the near future as well as the 
changes to the facility that have occurred this year.  It was at 
this point that he intentionally pushed MiniMe off the chair and 
sent him crashing to the ground.  Unfortunately MiniMe was not 
wearing his cape and was unable to regain his balance before hit-
ting the ground.  He awoke a few minutes later, and you could tell 
he was upset about the whole incident.  He was then seen calling 
his attorney.  Updates will follow as they become available.

Flagging/Communication:  Mic Levy added to the list of changes 
that Joe had mentioned.  The vintage car races will be at the Glen 
on September 9th.  They are looking for workers so if you’re 
interested call Mic or Mike Fuller. 

Old Business:  Jon Coffin began asking questions as to how we 
want to handle the October meeting at Drivers Village.  It was 
determined that after much discussion and a variety of “official 
votes” (prompted by region parliamentarian, Lee Hidy) that we 
would have the meeting at 6:30pm in the restaurant, the club 
would rent the NASAR simulator for an hour, and anyone who 
wishes to participate with the simulator would pay a nominal 
$5.00 fee to reimburse the club.

New Business:  We had a lively discussion as to how to increase 
membership.  Some ideas were to increase our presence at local 
“drive/cruise” nights with our banner and literature; attending 
the car/racing events held at the NYS Fairgrounds with a similar 
display; trying to get involved with area schools; offering more 
incentives to members like test & tunes or driving instructions 
for Solo II; and getting in touch with local driving instructors to 
see if there is anything we can do to assist them to promote our 
cause.

Those of us in the Solo II program recapped what we were doing 
at the Solo II events to try to entice non members to join.  When 
someone joins the fee is $70.00.  $55.00 of which goes to na-
tional, $15.00 goes to the region.  We have been willing to waive 
the $15.00 and let people join for $55.00.  We started making the 
offer last year.  To date, no one has taken us up on it.

Jason Farr won the $12.00 50/50 raffle.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:34pm.

Submitted 
Jay Cartini 
CNYR Secretary.
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CNY-SCCA
Annual Picnic

Wednesday, August 10, 2005
6:00 PM

Onondaga Yacht Club
The annual picnic will again be on the second Wednesday of August 
(the normal SCCA meeting day second Wednesday of the month).

 The venue will be, as in the past several years, the 
Onondaga Yacht Club in Liverpool.

 The weather has been terrific for several years in a row and we 
anticipate the same this year. However, rain or shine, the Yacht Club 

offers a great place for our picnic. 

Please be careful as you drive across the parkway to the Yacht Club 
from Sycamore Street.

 
As usual the food will be first class.

  The fee is $5.00 per person.
  

Try to find a better all you can eat and drink picnic for less than 
$5.00 these days. Bet you can’t!

As Rex says:

“BE THERE OR BE SQUARE!”
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Results for Solo II 
July 24th, 2005

New York State Fiargrounds
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Results for Solo II 
July 24th, 2005

New York State Fiargrounds
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ENTRY FORM FOR THE CNY PCA AUTOCROSS
AT WATKINS GLEN ON AUGUST 20, 2005

LOCATION: Watkins Glen Racetrack, Watkins Glen, NY – New York’s Thunder Road
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION: August 12, 2005

PLEASE MAIL COMPLETED FORM AND TOTAL ENTRY FEE TO: Brian Daley, President CNY Region, 3275 County Route 176, Oswego, NY 13126
PAYABLE TO: CNY-PCA

Please complete one form per car or driver if sharing a car.

Name: __________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________

Phone Home: __________________________________________________
Work: __________________________________________________
Cell: __________________________________________________

Car Info - Make: __________________________________________________
Year: __________________________________________________
Model: __________________________________________________

Class (If Known): __________________________________________________

Modifications: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Preferred Car Number __________________

AUTOCROSS

ARRIVAL TIME: 08:00AM (or earlier, track opens at 6am)
REGISTRATION STARTS AT: 08:15AM
TECH INSPECTION STARTS AT: 08:15AM
FIRST CAR OFF AT: 09:00AM

Autocross Fee (per driver): $35 Fee _______

TOTAL FEE TOTAL $ _______

ALL PARTICIPANTS & ATTENDEES ARE REQUIRED TO SIGN THE WGI TRACK WAIVER & THE PCA WAIVER.
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 Upcoming Events
 Solo II:
 August 21st 
 Burdick’s Driver’s Village

 August 28th 
 Erie Community College 
 (WNYR Out of Region Points Event)

 September 3rd 
 Corning Commnity College
 (Glen Region Out of Region Points Event)

 September 11th
  Cherry Valley Enduro

 October 9th 
 Shoppingtown Mall
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SPORTS CAR CLUB OF AMERICA, INC. 
PO Box 19400, Topeka, KS  66619-0400 

(800) 770-2055   Fax (785) 232-7214     www.scca.org

         

Memorandum

To:  Competitors, Stewards, and Scrutineers 

From: Jeremy Thoennes 

Re:  SRF Tire Rule Change 

Date: July 7, 2005 

During the Board of Directors conference call on June 28, 2005, the 
following item was approved.  The Board requests that GCR Section 1.2.2.C 
be utilized for notification: 

Effective July 5th, 2005, Add the following to section 17.1.5.C Spec Racer 
Ford Specifications Chassis F: 

1. A competitor must start the race on the same set of tires (meaning 
the original four) as used in a qualifying session for the race. The 
only exception is rain tires. It is the responsibility of the competitor 
to ensure their tires are marked appropriately for qualifying and race 
sessions. It is recommended that regions offer these services at a 
central location, such a pre-grid or tech. 

2. A change of tires during or between a qualifying and race session 
shall automatically result in all previous times being disallowed. 

3. If a tire is damaged during a qualifying session, the competitor may 
replace that tire with a used tire upon approval of the Chief 
Steward. Should a tired be replaced for any reason, the competitor 
shall forfeit his or her grid position and start at the back of the grid. 

Please contact me if you need further information. 

Thanks,

Jeremy Thoennes 
Technical Manager, Club Racing 

Jeremy Thoennes
Technical Manager 

Club Racing
jthoennes@scca.com
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To find your region dues, visit http://www.scca.com/Join/Index.asp?reference=dues
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MON – FRI 7:30AM – 5:30PM • SAT & SUN – CALL FOR HOURS


